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SEE YOU IN TOLEDO! 
O.A.S.L. ANNUAL 
CONVENTION 


The highlight of the professional 
year for all of us in Ohio schools is 
the annual fall convention. This year 
of 1955 will find us again in Toledo, 
returning to the city where the first con- 
vention after organization was held back 
in 1947. This ninth annual conference 
of the O.A.S.L. will be at the Commo- 
dore Perry Hotel on Friday and Satur- 
day, October 28 and 29. School librar- 
ians in the Toledo area have consented 
to serve as the committee on local ar- 
rangements under the chairmanship of 
Miss Virginia Hollinger of Waite High 
School. A very rich program has been 
planned and everyone is most strongly 
urged to attend and reap the benefits 
of the program and of the contacts 
with other school librarians. 

Registration will begin on Thurs- 
day evening at headquarters in the 
Commodore Perry. It will be resumed 
on Friday morning from 8:30 to 10:00. 
Early registration is urged so as to pro- 
vide an opportunity to browse through 
the publishers’ exhibits and to greet 
old friends before the first session con- 
venes at ten o'clock. At that time, Mr. 
E. L. Bowsher, Superintendent of the 
Toledo public schools, will give his 
greetings. Those librarians who, with 
student assistants, attended the meeting 
in the Spring at Kent State University, 
know what a treat is in store when 
Miss Adawia Alami, who has been study- 
ing at Kent for the past year, will speak 
to the group. 

Mr. Robert Notestine, art teacher in 
the Perrysburg schools and the person 
who is responsible for the very fine 
displays at the Toledo Public Library, 
will follow Miss Alami on the Friday 


morning program. He will give help- 
ful hints in his demonstraton of mater- 
ials and techniques for displays and 
bulletin boards. 

The luncheon speaker will be Mrs. 
Marguerite de Angeli, whose Book of 
Nursery and Mother Goose Rhymes 
was a runner-up for this year’s Calde- 
cott Award. Mrs. de Angeli is the au- 
thor and illustrator of many books. 
She has a strong interest in the foreign 
born and minorities and her stories are 
always good, realistic but without undue 
emphasis on the problems of the group. 
They are rather lighthearted and filled 
with illustrations of soft, clear colors 
and gentle beauty. 

The annual business meeting at which 
O.A.S.L. president, Miss Mildred Krohn 
of East Technical High School, Cleve- 
land, will preside, has been called for 
2:30 on Friday afternoon. No other 
meeting has been scheduled for the 
afternoon, hoping that all will attend 
this most important business meeting 
and still have time for seeing the excel- 
lent exhibits of the almost thirty-five 
publishers and dealers who will be rep- 
resented at the conference. 

The convention dinner will be held 
at the hotel at 6:30 P.M. The dinner 
speaker will be another prominent au- 
thor, Mrs. Genevieve Foster, who is 
especially known for her three parallel 
histories, George Washington’s World, 
Abraham Lincoln’s World, and Augustus 
Caesar's World, written and illustrated 
by herself. In these she interprets the 
great men in relation to what was 
happening all over the world in their 
times. She has also written and illus- 
trated the “Initial Biographies”, simple 
telling for young children of the lives 
of such men as George Washington, 
Abraham Lincoln, Andrew Jackson, and 
Theodore Roosevelt. 








On Saturday morning the members 
will separate into two groups, elemen- 
tary and secondary, to discuss individual 
interests. Miss Katherine Barnett of 
Malvern School, Shaker Heights, has 
planned the program for the elementary 
group with Mrs. de Angeli, who has 
consented to be the resource consultant. 
The secondary group will spend the 
morning talking about the 1955 books 
found to be particularly good. This 
discussion will be under the leadership 
of Miss Frieda Heller of Ohio State 
University School. 

PROGRAM OUTLINE 
Registration 

Thursday evening 

Friday, 8:30-10:00 A.M. 
First Session 

Friday, 10:00 A.M. 

E. L. Bowsher — greetings 

Adawia Alami — The Arabs 

Robert Notestine — Displays 
Luncheon 

Friday noon 

Marguerite de Angeli, speaker 
Business meeting 

Friday, 2:30 P.M. 

Dinner 

Friday, 6:30 P.M. 

Genevieve Foster, speaker 
Discussion Groups 

Saturday morning 

Two groups: Elementary; Secondary 
Final General Session 

Saturday morning 

x *k * 
CONVENTION REMINDERS 

In addition to the Commodore Perry, 
another good hotel in Toledo is the 
Secor. Toledo boasts of an outstanding 
Art Museum and Public Library. Visit 
these on Saturday afternoon. 

The price of the luncheon at the 
Commodore Perry Hotel is to be $3.00 
and the dinner $4.00. 

Frances Dye, treasurer, announces 
that dues are $1.00 and registration 
is $1.00. She will be on hand to receive 
both, and requests that you have exact 
change or a check in the exact amount. 
Miss Dye will accept only dues and 
registration money; another committee 


will be there to accept luncheon and 
dinner money. 

Reservation cards are enclosed with 
this Bulletin. Please fill these out and 
return them as soon as possible. 

x * * 
TRI-STATE MEETING 
IN CINCINNATI 

On November 3-5, the Indiana Li- 
brary Association, the Kentucky Li- 
brary Association and the Ohio Li- 
brary Association are holding a joint 
conference in Cincinnati at the Nether- 
land Plaza Hotel. 

Of particular interest to school li- 
brarians are the meetings of the Sec- 
tions for Children and Young People 
of the three associations. On Friday 
at 3 P.M., Janet Maynard of the Toledo 
Public Library, will conduct the busi- 
ness of the O.L.A. section. On Saturday 
morning, 8:00-9:30, there will be a 
Children’s and Young People’s break- 
fast, at which time Mr. Ted Wuerfel 
of the Lotspeich School in Cincinnati 
will be the speaker. Mr. Wuerfel is 
well-known for his work with the Chil- 
dren’s International Village. There will 
be a general session for the group fol- 
lowing this at 10:00 A.M. The speaker 
has not as yet been announced but it 
will be someone well known in young 
people’s work. The School Librarians’ 
luncheon has been scheduled for 12:30 
at the Netherland Plaza. Miss Ruby 
Trower of Lexington, Kentucky, is 
chairman. The speaker will be Miss 
Mary Helen Mahar, executive secretary 
of A.A.S.L., whose topic of address will 
be, “Recent trends in school library serv- 
ice. 

In addition to these programs di- 
rected to those in the children’s, young 
people’s and school fields, there will be 
other programs which will interest the 
group. At the general session on Thurs- 
day night, 8:30 to 9:30, the Librarian 
of Congress, Mr. L. Quincy Mumford, 
formerly of the Cleveland Public Li- 
brary will speak. And school librarians 
may also be interested in the talk on 
“Problems of publishing poetry” which 
the College and University Section is 


having on Friday afternoon. The ban- 
quet meeting is planned for Friday 
night from 7 to 10 P.M. At this time, 
John Mason Brown, an editor of Sat- 
urday Review and celebrated after din- 
ner speaker, will be the chief attraction. 
* ?& ® 
HIGHLIGHTS OF THE 
A.L.A. CONFERENCE 

Philadelphia, during the week of 
July 3-9, 1955, gave a truly warm wel- 
come to the 74th annual convention of 
the American Library Association. 

The theme, “Libraries in the life of 
the nation,” was stressed by speakers 
at the three general sessions. The Hon- 
orable George V. Allen, Assistant U'S. 
Secretary of State, spoke for govern- 
ment; Victor Reuther, Assistant to the 
President and Director of International 
Affairs of the C.1.O., spoke for labor; 
John A. Stephens, Vice-president of 
U.S. Steel Corporation, presented the 
business point of view, and Jonathan 
W. Daniels, author and editor of the 
News and Observer of Raleigh, North 
Carolina, spoke for rural life. 

Probably the most important item of 
business to come before the A.L.A. Coun- 
cil was the Management Survey Report. 
Council gave unanimous approval to 
the recommendations of the manage- 
ment survey made by consultants Cre- 
sap, McCormick and Paget, who 
analyzed the superstructure and inter- 
nal organization of A.L.A. Among the 
recommendations of the Survey, the 
one touching most closely the individ- 
ual member is the proposed reorganiza- 
tion of the structure of A.LA. The 
Survey recommended the establishment 
of a General Assembly at the top with 
an Executive Committee. It then rec- 
ommended the providing of a multiple 
focus of membership activity through 
Councils, which will be divisions by 
type of activity, such as cataloging and 
classification, children’s services, young 
people's services, etc., and Associations, 
which will be divisions by type of 
library, such as public libraries, school 
libraries, etc. The Councils and the 
Associations cut across each other and 


each member's basic dues would allow 
him to select membership in one 
Association and one Council. 

The A.AS.L. held its state assembly 
breakfast and it was well attended. 
Instead of forty-eight state reports, eight 
regional representatives presented com- 
posite reports. 

A fine A.A.S.L. discussion meeting 
was held on “The superior student and 
the librarian.” Dr. Helen C. Bailey of 
the Philadelphia schools was the main 
speaker and one of her striking sen- 
tences was “You cannot make a genius, 
but it is awfully easy to kill one.” This 
talk was followed by a panel discussion 
with reports of specific projects involv- 
ing the superior child. 

The A.AS.L. business meeting re- 
vealed a total membership of 4414, with 
Ohio having 189 members. At this 
meeting a rewritten code of by-laws 
was adopted. Presented also was the 
School Library Bill of Rights. This 
Bill was later presented to A.L.A. Coun- 
cil and unanimously adopted. 

The Division of Libraries for Chil- 
dren and Young People held a very 
good meeting at which Dr. E. P. Sharp 
of the Philadelphia Youth Study Center 
made some well-pointed remarks on 
“Youth! Libraries! Delinquency!” 

The Newbery-Caldecott dinner had 
an overflow attendance. O.A.S.L. Presi- 
dent Mildred Krohn had the good for- 
tune to be seated at the same table 
with author Amelia Walden and be able 
to chat with her about her books. Mein- 
dert DeJong, recipient of the Newbery 
Medal for The Wheel on the School and 
Marcia Brown, winner of the Caldecott 
Medal for her Cinderella illustrations, 
gave inspirational acceptance speeches. 

x * * 
SCHOOL LIBRARY 
BILL OF RIGHTS 

“School libraries are concerned with 
generating understanding of American 
freedoms and with the preservations of 
those freedoms through the development 
of informed and responsible citizens. 
To this end the American Association 
of School Librarians endorses the LI- 





BRARY BILL OF RIGHTS of the 
American Library Association and as- 
serts that the responsibility of the school 
library is: 

To provide materials that will en- 
rich and support the curriculum, tak- 
ing into consideration the varied 
interests, abilities, and maturity levels 
of the pupils served 

To provide materials that will stim- 
ulate growth in factual knowledge, 
literary appreciation, aesthetic val- 
ues, and ethical standards 

To provide a background of infor- 
mation which will enable pupils to 
make intelligent judgments in their 
daily life 

To provide materials on opposing 
sides of controversial issues so that 
young citizens may develop under 
guidance the practice of critical 
reading and thinking 

To provide materials representa- 
tive of the many religious, ethnic, 
and cultural groups and their con- 
tributions to our American heritage 


To place principle above personal 
opinion and reason above prejudice 
in the selection of materials of the 
highest quality in order to assure 
a comprehensive collection appropri- 
ate for the users of the library.” 

x *k& * 


BOOK NOTES 

Isabelle Lawrence, whom most of the 
O.A.S.L. members will remember as 
the delightful dinner speaker at the 
Cincinnati meeting in 1951, has an- 
other new book, published by Rand 
McNally a few months ago. A Spy in 
Williamsburg is a story of mystery and 
adventure, laid in Williamsburg just 
before the Revolutionary War. The 
chief character is a twelve-year old 
blacksmith’s apprentice, who comes into 
contact with the great men of the period 
and takes part in the events, finally suc- 
ceeding in catching a spy. 

Newbery and Caldecott Awards (for 
those who may have missed the news) : 
Winner of the Newbery Medal was 


Meindert DeJong with The Wheel on 


the School. Runners-up were Alice 
Dalgliesh: Courage of Sarah Noble and 
James Ramsey Ullman: Banner in the 
Sky. Winner of the Caldecott Award 
was Marcia Brown with Cinderella, by 
Charles Perrault. Runners-up were Mar- 
guerite de Angeli: Book of Nursery and 
Mother Goose Rhymes, Gergely Tibor: 
Wheel on the Chimney, by Margaret 
Brown and Helen Sewell: Thanksgiving 
Story, by Alice Dalgliesh. 

* * * 


PROFESSIONAL READING 

Spache, George. Good Books for Poor 
Readers. University of Florida at 
Gainesville, 1955. $1.50. An excel- 
lent graded and annotated list. Ma- 
terials for remedial work. Also by 
the same author and available for 
$1.50 from him at the University of 
Florida is his Resources in Teaching 
Reading. 

“Recommended standards: junior high 
school libraries” and “Recommended 
standards: elementary school librar- 
ies.” Bulletin of the School Library 
Association of California, March 
1955. 

Beust, Nora E. School Library Stand- 
ards, 1954. US. Dept. of Health, 
Education and Welfare Bulletin 1954 
No. 15. U.S. Superintendent of Doc- 
uments. 20 cts. 

“Let's do a little arithmetic and figure 
in the elementary school library,” 
a leaflet published by A.A.S.L. and 
available free from headquarters. 
1955. 

McElroy, Neil. “The crisis in your 
school.” Woman’s Home Companion, 
June 1955. A fine article by the head 
of the White House Conference on 
Education. 

“Censorship”. Library Journal, June 15, 
1955. P. N. Carnes discusses moral 
aspects and F. J. Cavalier the legal 
aspects of the problem. An address 
given at O.L.A. in Youngstown. 


The O.A.S.L. Bulletin is published four 
times a year. Editor: Margaret C. Rehring, 
Woodward High School, Cincinnati 37, 
Ohio. Assistant Editor: Ruth Watkins, Hard- 
ing High School, Warren, Ohio. ' 








